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When we issued this report last year, it felt like
the world was about to fall apart, and in some
ways...it has.

We are not naive to what is happening just
outside our doors, to our neighbors, friends and
family. Like you, we have seen some absolutely
horrific, inhumane things unfold on our streets
lately.

There have also been moments that have given
us hope, and we cling to those when things
become overwhelming and sad: people
gathering food to share, neighbors becoming
friends while assembling whistle kits, and
communities banding together to buy out street
vendors.

We hope you're embedded in community and
finding small moments of joy, too. And
remember: doing something that feels small is
better than doing nothing at all.

Please make sure you're centered in your
community and find a small thing you can do to
help your neighbor. Now is not the time to be
apathetic.

We would love to see you and your family soon.
And until then, we hope you stay well - and that
the new year will have good things in store for all
of us.

Wlmﬁm. HJFWIM Wlmz/yrm & @mw

The Southwest Collective Board of Directors



2025 Annual Report

WE DON'T LOOK FOR VOLUNTEERS.
WE LOOK FOR LEADERS WITH HEART.

The Southwest Collective was created in an
Archer Heights basement in 2019. Born out of a
need to connect with neighbors outside of the
traditional means, such as a neighborhood watch
or civic association, SWC quickly gained
momentum by "meeting people where they're
at" - and tailoring programs and outreach
around the busy lifestyles of young families.

SWC is not a large, established organization.
We're a group of your neighbors, from Gage
Park to Garfield Ridge, who see the need for
connection and community among our siloed
neighborhoods.

For us, this work is deeply personal, and allows
us to set what we feel is the right example for
our own kids: to lead from where we live, with
love.

Since our inception in 2019, we have worked
hard to cultivate relationships in our school
communities, at our libraries and parks, with our
local elected officials and small business owners -
all to help strengthen community connection and
get to know each other on a deeper level.

Our requests for volunteers are minimal, usually
because we prefer to have a dedicated group of
people that we know well, that we can count on,
just as much as they can count on us. After all,
that’s what community looks like!

If you would like to tap into an organization on a
deeper, less transactional level, we would love to
have you. A great place to start is at our
quarterly community meetings or our monthly
Freebies for Families event, where there’s time
in between tasks to talk and learn about each
other! The best part is, family and friend groups
are welcome too. Bring yours and let's see what
we can accomplish together.

MANY LOCAL YOUTH, INCLUDING OUR OWN
KIDS, HAVE EACH LOGGED OVER 100 HOURS
WORKING WITH US TO BUILD AND MAINTAIN
OUR COMMUNITY. THEY WERE HONORED IN A
PINNING CEREMONY THIS YEAR, WITH
AWARDS FROM THE WHITE HOUSE.
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